Library.
Introduction

The library is open every day from and apart from period 3, it is open from period one through to after school (including recess and lunchtime). The library is staffed with the equivalent of one full-time teacher librarian. We aim to promote a culture of reading within the college.
The college library is integral to the educational process. This is achieved by:
· supporting and enhancing educational goals as outlined in the college's policies and curriculum; 

· developing and sustaining in students the habit and enjoyment of reading and learning, and the use of libraries throughout their lives; 

· offering opportunities for experiences in creating and using information for knowledge, understanding, imagination and enjoyment; 

· supporting all students in learning and practicing skills for evaluating and using information, regardless of form, format or medium, including sensitivity to the modes of communication within the community; 

· providing access to local, regional, national and global resources and opportunities that expose learners to diverse ideas, experiences and opinions; 

· organising activities that encourage cultural and social awareness and sensitivity; 

· working with students, teachers, support staff and parents to achieve the goals of the college; 

· proclaiming the concept that intellectual freedom and access to information are essential to effective and responsible citizenship and participation in a democracy; 
· promoting an effective, attractive and inclusive environment for learning and teaching;
· promoting reading and the resources and services of the college library to the whole college community. 
Supporting research and school work

Research skills

The teacher librarian is happy to work with classes to assist them with the research process. This includes how to find and use relevant books, encyclopaedias and websites and how to complete a bibliography.
Delicious
Delicious is a website that allows the teacher librarians to bookmark websites for students to use in their school work. The site is divided into either subject areas or topics with the information about the sites and links to the websites included. All of the websites have been found by the teacher librarian and are of good repute and useful in relation to the curriculum. Delicious can be access from anywhere that has a connection to the internet. http://del.icio.us/prestonGSC 

Year 7 orientation program

This program is designed to introduce students to the library, what the library offers and how to find materials needed to best complete their school work.

The sessions are based on the television show The Amazing Race where students must work in teams and use clues to find certain books and places in the library. Being an interactive program, students are engaged and the focus on team work means that students are working co-operatively.
More information is available at http://pgscamazingrace.wordpress.com/

Literacy
The library supports the Literacy Program by processing resources, making space available for groups and making reading suggestions to staff and students.
Reading


Book Week
Book Week is celebrated every year in August. Some of the activities include:

· Drop Everything and Read. This is where students and teachers read for the first 20 minutes of each day during Book Week.

· Vote for your favourite book. Staff and students are asked to vote for their favourite book. PGSC’s favourite book is announced during Book Week.

· Book Week Quiz. This is held daily from Monday – Thursday. Entry forms can be collected from Homegroup teachers or from the library.

· Book Week Treasure Hunt. Students find a total of 10 different book covers that are placed around the yard. The first student to bring 10 different covers into the library by lunchtime each day wins a prize.
· Book Week Poster competition. All year 7 and 8 students visit the library the week before Book Week and have a talk about Book Week and to start making their posters. There will be a prize for one student in year 7 and one in year 8.
· Dress as your favourite character. We encourage all staff and students to dress as their favourite book or film character one day. There is a prize for the best costume. 

· Book Week Lunch. The first 50 students to register at the office are invited to the Book Week lunch.
More details at http://pgscbookweek.wordpress.com/
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Book talks with classes
When teachers bring classes into the library to borrow books, the teacher librarian often spends some time with the students to talk about new books, favourite books, or books on a particular topic. 

Informal book chats with students
The teacher librarian is available and willing to recommend books to students either during class time or recess or lunch. 
Darebin libraries
PGSC library works closely with the staff at Darebin Library. We encourage teachers to take classes to the library to use their facilities if the library at school is full. If membership forms (attached) are completed and returned to the school library, Darebin Library cards can be arranged for students. This means that they can have free internet access at the Preston Library, are eligible to use a range of online resources provided by Darebin Libraries and can borrow up to 40 items for three weeks. More information and online membership forms at



http://www.darebin-libraries.vic.gov.au/ 

Extra curricular activities


Readers’ Cup
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The library offers the Readers’ Cup competition which rewards students who like reading. Just as good sports people receive rewards, then good readers receive prizes and certificates for competing at reading. The competition is held each term. The Readers’ Cup competition consists of:

· Teams of two to four students reading four individual books that have been selected by the teacher librarian. 

· These teams compete against each other during one lunchtime. 

· Each team provides written answers to four questions about each book, and perform their interpretation of one book title during the ‘creative round’. 

· Each student participating receives a certificate while the winners receive a books or book vouchers. 

· Students can get a team together and sign up in the library.
More details at https://readerscup.wordpress.com/
                           [image: image3.png]eaders’ Cup - Microsoft Internet Explorer provided by P

ondary Colle

&9~ @ ntpuireaderscup.wordaress.con

| [#2) ] |uive search

Fle Edt View Favortes Took Help

& & [@poscreaers

No more entries for term 3 please.

The Readers’ Cup now has four teams for the term 3 competition. If you
missed out this time, put your team name down for term 4 now.

Thank you to the teams that have registered for term 3. They are: The JARS,
The Threesome ‘C’ some, The 3 Inspirations and No. 1 Readers. We will meet
early in term 3 to discuss the details
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Book Blog
The library has also started a blog where students and teachers can read and write book reviews. Students wishing to write a book review for the blog need to come to the library and register with the teacher librarian. The blog can be accessed at http://pgscbookcafe.wordpress.com/ 
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Welcome to the Book Cafe

June 23, 2008 by jway

Welcome to PGSC's Book Cafe. A place where you can hang
out, blog about books, post reviews and enjoy yourself. Before you
can start contributing, please contact Judith in the library for an
invitation.

We'd love you to add reviews of books that you've loved!
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Judith Way and Reina Phung

Teacher librarians.
